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Wind Dispersed Seeds 

Summary: 

The article I chose to read was titled "Improving Measurements of the Falling Trajectory 

and Terminal Velocity of wind-dispersed Seeds by Jinlei Zhu.Carsten M. Buchmann, and 

Frank M. Schurr for Ecology and Evolution 12(8). The purpose of this article was to 

determine if a new experimental design to measure the falling trajectory and terminal 

velocity of wind-dispersed seeds was accurate and reliable. As we all know plants 

produce seeds to reproduce, and one of the many dispersal methods plants use to 

�pread out their seeds is by using the wind. Scientists believe that the key component in 

determining the success of seed dispersal is the seed's effective terminal velocity. 

Accurate estimations of terminal velocity are very important for determining or predicting 

the variation in dispersal ability. Seeds with a lower terminal velocity are often seen 

being transported further horizontally than those with a higher terminal velocity. This is 

because the lower terminal velocity increases the chances that turbulent airflows can 

uplift the seed, thus moving the seed more horizontally. Existing experiments used to 

test v-l fall into 3 categories. The first Lets seeds accelerate over certain distance then

estimates vt as vertical seed velocity but yields biased vt values for seeds that

continue accelerating past the allotted space. The second measures the air speed 

needed to suspend the seed in the air but difficulties arise when trying to measure that 

air speed. Vertical air flows can also damage smaller seeds and seeds with a complex 








